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Our Mission: To inspire and empower communities to safeguard water resources by cultivating scientific literacy 
through volunteer water quality monitoring, certified laboratory analyses, and education.

CSI is a 501(c)3 non-profit and NYSDOH-ELAP certified water testing lab in Ithaca, NY

Community Science Institute
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Volunteer Water Monitoring 
Partnerships Outreach and Education Fee-for-Service Water Testing
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CSI’s Volunteer Water Monitoring Partnerships
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Synoptic Stream and Lake 
Monitoring Biomonitoring 

Cayuga Lake Harmful Algal 
Bloom (HAB) Monitoring



CSI’s Water Quality Database
Stream 

and Lake 
Chemistry

Harmful 
Algal 

Blooms
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www.database.communityscience.org

http://www.database.communityscience.org/
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Removal of the southern 
end of Cayuga Lake 

from the 303(d) list for 
pathogenic bacteria

Validate the Cayuga Lake 
Modeling Project's model of 

Fall Creek phosphorus loading

Trumansburg Wastewater 
Plant upgrades

Seneca-Keuka 9E Plan 

Peer-reviewed research

CSI Data Makes a Difference

Evidence for legislation to address 
Harmful Algal Blooms
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CSI’s Lab
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Fee-for-Service Water Testing

Residents
- Home sales
- Routine testing
- Health/taste/quality concerns

Local Businesses
- Farms
- Restaurants
- Breweries
- Wineries
- Mobile Home Parks
- Apartment Buildings

Government Agencies
- Tompkins County Health Dept.
- NY State Parks
- NYS Dept. of Environmental 
Conservation
- NYS Dept. of Health

We test water from private wells, municipal 
water systems, swimming beaches, effluents, 

and more!

We serve:
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Resources
CSI web page “Drinking Water 
Resources for the General Public”

Handouts on common questions 
such as how to shock a well, iron 
and manganese bacteria, and 
microcystin in beach wells 

Sample bottles available for pick 
up at:
- CSI’s Lab by the Ithaca Airport
- Greenstar on Cascadilla Street
- ShurSave in Trumansburg

Referrals for local water 
treatment specialists



Water Testing Assistance Fund
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50% discount on CSI’s in-house drinking water 
tests for low-income households

Making reliable drinking water testing affordable for everyone

This fund is made possible thanks to 
a Community Grant from the Ithaca 

Rotary Club!
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Journey of Water Participants



Journey of Water Summer Youth 
Education Series
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Public Events and Presentations
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Educational Materials
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Online Learning MaterialsAnnual Water Bulletin Newsletters Monthly Email Updates
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Dedicated volunteers!

Local Governments

Partners

CSI Members

CSI Staff Past and Present

Business Members



A personal thanks to Rotary
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RYE 2013-2014
District 7280 ( Slippery Rock, PA) → 

District 4400 (Quito, Ecuador)



A personal thanks to Rotary
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A personal thanks to Rotary
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2013

2023

2024



Stay in touch!

gshidemantle@communityscience.org

(607) 257-6606

www.communityscience.org

@communityscienceinstituteJoin CSI’s email list for 
monthly updates

Follow us on social media

Set up a meeting with me
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Q&A
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Kita and Dolly enjoying views of Cayuga Lake
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