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Mission: To inspire and empower communities to safeguard water resources by cultivating scientific literacy through 
volunteer water quality monitoring, certified laboratory analyses, and education.

Vision: Communities empowered by science to sustain, protect, and restore our shared water resources.

CSI's Mission & Vision Statements

Volunteer 
Water 

Monitoring 
Partnerships

CSI is a 501(c)3 non-profit and NYSDOH -ELAP certified water testing lab

Fee-for -
Service Water 

Testing

Outreach and 
Education

CSI offers three types of programming:

Community Science Institute
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CSI recruits, trains, and 
coordinates over 250 

volunteers!

1. Synoptic Stream and Lake 
Monitoring

3. Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) 
Monitoring

2. Biomonitoring 
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Stream and 
Lake 

Chemistry

Harmful Algal 
Blooms
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HABs 101: What is a HAB?
H: Harmful

-Human & Animal Health, Economics, 
Aesthetics, Ecological

A: Algal

-Freshwater HABs refer to cyanobacteria

-Not true algae

B: Bloom

-Proliferations of cells, dense concentrations
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Microcystis DolichospermumOscillatoria Woronchinia Aphanizomenon

What are cyanobacteria?
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Summer 2024 Ɖ Cayuga Lake
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Canandaigua Lake
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HABs Identification: Clumps
Physical characteristics:
ÅFloating clumps found floating on the 

surface of the water
ÅDislodged from the lake bottom 

(benthic)
ÅOften confused with goose poop
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Conducive Conditions for a HAB:
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