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Community Science Institute

CSI partners with community-based 
volunteer groups to better understand 
and protect local streams and lakes by 

collecting and disseminating scientifically 
credible, regulatory-quality data that 

inform long-term, sustainable 
management strategies. 
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Our Certified Lab
Community Science Institute lab is certified by the New York State Department of Health-Environmental Laboratory Approval 

Program (NYSDOH-ELAP) under National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference (NELAC) guidelines.

The lab is certified in potable and non-potable methods to test for chemical and microbiological parameters of water quality.

Our community monitoring partnership programs are guided by a Quality Assurance Project Plan.

Maintaining a certified lab is hard work!

- Quality assurance and quality control measures are extensive

- Inspections are rigorous

- Quality Assurance Project Plans must be updated regularly

So why make the effort?

1. Certified data can be used for regulatory purposes and to help guide and inform management decisions. 

2. Certification allows CSI to address the communitieõspotable water testing needs.



Online Public Database

All of the data that we collect with our volunteer partnerships is 

archived in CSIõs online public database. It can be accessed free of charge 

at database.communityscience.org

-The data can be easily viewed or downloaded

The database currently has over 60,000 regulatory quality measurements 

of water quality.

The purpose of the public 

database is to disseminate 

scientifically credible 

results to the public, to 

local and regional 

stakeholders, and to 

government agencies in 

order to improve water 

resource understanding 

and management.



Where do we monitor?

Cayuga Lake Watershed

- 16 sub-watersheds

Seneca Lake Watershed

- 5 sub-watersheds

Upper Susquehanna River Watershed

- 18 sub-watersheds 
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