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The Value of Red Flag Monitoring

The creation of the T ¥
Science Instiute’s R ed Flag monitoring pro-
gram was inspired by the prospect ofun-
conventonal gas wells and hegh volume by
draulic fracturing [HVHF, or “fracking”)
coming to the Upper Susquehanna River
watershed The idea behind the program
wad simple yet profound Colleer scourate
baseline water quality daca that would make
it posuble to document whether streams
wiere impacted by frackong = or not. Since
1010, some three dozen teams of Red Flag
volunteers have coll eced. and CH staff have
rﬂ!ewtd and enered in our public database

s
temparacura. pH, dissclved axygen, conduc-
tivity and total hardness at more than |00
IoEMians of SEreams in twishie counties.
Several teams retired from the program
after the Cuomo Admnistration took Fadk.
ing off the table a the end of 2014 Al-
hough it is il an impressive st moni-
toring program by any measure, the ques-
ticn Fermains: Should the Red Flag montor.
ing effart continue now that fradking i no
longer an imminent threat? CSI's answer is a
resounding “yes,” and here's why:

#  For the vast majerity of streams, our
incredibly dedicated Red Flag wolun.
toers are the sole source of water qual-
ity data

#  Frackrs has not been Banned by law in

1nn.-dﬂqm==l-amp|-md
record data dong cnk Crasmk im the
Chasapsake Bay wateribed.

that may present risks to water re-
SUrges,

& The Red Flag program exemglifies how
scientifically rigorous data collection by
«citizen wolunteers can open 2 path to-
ward managing local environmertal re-
sources efiectively.

+ The simple act of monitoring promotes
awareness and stewar cehip of water re-
sources wachin our communities and n
Ur region

Heow good are Red Flag data? Volun-
oeers par form standards and duplicates as
quality controls each time they sample, and
they split four samples & year with the C51 lab
ta compare and urcher vahidate their fisld



