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Buffering the Source 

Land holdings have 
increased over the last 

100 years to better protect 
the reservoirs and raw 

water line 



Maintenance and Inspections 

Maintenance has been minimal 
for the last 2+ decades while 

debating the future of the 
existing facility.  It was decided 
to rebuild on-site.  Work in the 
watershed is already underway.  
The new facility will be started 

next year.   

Watershed Rules and Regulations from 
the 1920’s and are in need of revision 



Violations still tracked, priorities have changed 



Storm flows 

An Enduring Obstacle 





Co-existing with 
Nature 



Six Mile Creek will ‘Always’ be Turbid 



Treating the Water has a Cost 



Protecting the City of Ithaca’s drinking water means 
Keeping the soil on the land 

Keeping contaminants out of the water 
Controlling bacterial growth (cooler water) 
Maintaining a stable supply of water 

 
All of which is compatible with  

•Better stream conditions for native fish 
•Better habitat 

•Minimal stormwater erosion, aka property damage 
•Aquifer recharge, aka private wells 

 
Thanks to the Six Mile Creek Volunteer Monitors and the 

Town of Caroline for your efforts 

roxannaj@cityofithaca.org  or 273-4680 for ?’s or tours 


