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Hydrilla or water thyme
(Hydrilla verticillatum)

Similar to Native Elodea canadensis

Lance-shaped leaves |
P in whorls of 4-8.

Up to 30 feet deep

5 leaves in whorls
(rather than 3, like
Elodea)

: Leaves are small,
o ‘ sharply toothed

Bright green, pointed
~5/8 Iinch leaves

Margins serrated

Has tubers




Two Key Features
Tubers Turions
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Hydrilla verticillata turions
Photo by Dayid Sutton
Copyright 1997 University of Florida



What’s so bad about hydrillar

Hydrilla infestation
Withlacoocheg River, Florida & .
Photo by Brian Nefson *

Copyright 1997 Somhwes( Flonda Waterw

Perennial plant (that regrows from
tubers and turions), produces dense
mats on surface and throughout lake

Grows 1n wide variety of depths,
bottom and water quality types,
including 7% salinity, high and low
nutrients, high and low acidity
State of Florida spends $18-30M

annually to “manage” (not control)
lakes and canals

Listed as federally “noxious” weed

Considered most aggressive invasive
aquatic plant

Ranked “highly invasive” in NYS
(score of 91 out of 100)



management ONLY

INVASION CURVE =~ e

Public awareness typically begins / Ti'.f
Eradication UNLIKEY,
intense effort required
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The Cayuga Inlet Infestation

* Aug 4: Sample collected by floating classroom volunteer

* Aug 5: Local aquatic plant expert Bob Johnson makes positive
ID after collecting tubers during Inlet survey
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Photo credit: Holly Menninger
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locations in Cayuga Inlet,
Cascadilla Creek, and perhaps
Six Mile Creek




—Sonar One (pellet)




Cayuga Inlet Treatment Area 2012
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* No new regrowth




* Treatment started on July 12, 2012 and
continued through October 31, 2012
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Sonar One Map
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2012 Fluridone Res
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space/time — except donut
No plant emergence noted above

sediment

One plant piece found at red

lichthouse wall



Treatment Monitoring

WARNING

This water body has been treated with the
pesticide_Aguatho/ L _ for aquatic weed control.
WATER USE RESTRICTIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
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abundance

— If possible, take and email a digital photograph of the plant and site
Contact local and/or state Hydrilla Task Force at:




